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Equality Kansas 2021 Municipality Candidate Questionnaire 

Are you a member of Equality Kansas? YES   NO 

Are you a member of the LGBTQ community: YES   NO  Prefer not to disclose  

Many cities have formalized efforts to promote diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) in their hiring and personnel 

policies.  These programs have led to more inclusive non-discrimination policies and ordinances, enactment of 

local bias or hate crime laws, and outreach to marginalized communities. 

1. Do you support formal DEI programs for your city?

YES   NO  

Comments: 

2. Do you support non-discrimination protections for your municipal employees that are inclusive of sexual

orientation and gender identity?

YES   NO  

Comments: 

3. If you answered “yes” to the previous question, do you support requiring contractors engaged or hired by

your city to extend non-discrimination protections to their employees?

YES   NO  

Comments: 

4. Do you support municipal group insurance plans that cover gender-affirming care for transgender city

employees?

YES   NO  

Comments: 
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Under the Kansas constitution, cities are given the right of home rule to govern their own affairs. Over the past 

decade, at least 20 Kansas cities and counties have enacted local non-discrimination ordinances fully inclusive of 

sexual orientation and gender identity. Those ordinances now cover 1.1 million Kansans, over one third of our 

state’s population. 

5. Do you support adopting or amending your municipality’s anti-discrimination ordinance to include sexual 

orientation and gender identity?  

YES   NO  Not applicable (my city already has these protections)  

Comments: 

 

 

6. If you answered YES to the previous question, would you sponsor an ordinance to adopt or amend your 

anti-discrimination ordinance to include sexual orientation and gender identity?  

YES   NO   

Comments: 

 

 

7. If your municipality presently has a non-discrimination ordinance including sexual orientation and gender 

identity, would you defend it against repeal? 

YES   NO   

Comments: 

 

 

8. If your municipality has an ordinance banning transgender residents from using public facilities for the 

gender with which they identify, would you vote to repeal it? 

YES   NO   

Comments: 

 

 

9. If your municipality does not have a restriction described in the previous question, would you oppose any 

attempt to pass an ordinance banning transgender residents from using the public facilities for the gender 

with which they identify?  

YES   NO   

Comments: 

 

 

Conversion therapy, also referred to as “Reparative Therapy” or “Ex-Gay Therapy,” is a widely discredited 

practice that attempts to change an individual’s sexual orientation or gender identity. Practices to “cure” 
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individuals of their same-sex sexual orientations and transgender identities include several techniques ranging 

from shaming to hypnosis to inducing vomiting to electric shocks. Teens whose parents tried to change their 

sexual orientation are three times more likely to attempt suicide, and those whose parents enlisted the help of a 

professional therapist to change their sexual orientation are five times more likely to attempt suicide. 

There are presently two Kansas municipalities that have enacted local bans on the practice of conversion therapy, 

with a number of others in the early stages of considering such a ban. 

10. Do you support a ban on the practice of “conversion therapy” on minors?  

YES   NO   

Comments: 

 

 

Over the past several years, there have been controversies over LGBT materials and events in public libraries.  

Some of these disputes have included demands to remove LGBT materials from shelves and bar LGBT-themed 

public events, such as readings.   

11. Do you believe public libraries should be able to house LGBT materials and hold LGBT-themed events in 

the same manner as other materials and events? 

YES   NO   

Comments: 

 

 

Over the past several years, we have witnessed a dismaying increase in the number of reported hate crimes against 

minorities and those who are part of marginalized communities.  The targeting of LGBTQ Americans, particularly 

transgender Americans, has become both more frequent and fatal. 

12. Do you support enactment of a local hate crimes ordinance that is inclusive of minority and marginalized 

communities, including LGBTQ persons?  

YES   NO   

Comments: 

 

 

13. Do you support requiring local law enforcement agencies to keep and publicly report comprehensive data 

on hate crimes committed within their jurisdictions?  

YES   NO   

Comments: 
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